
  

 

 

 

A Caring Community Empowered by 

God to be Disciples of Christ 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Below is part of a psalm 
from the captives in exile in 
Babylon. Of course, they 
were going through a much 
more severe trauma than 
we are. They were torn 
away from their homes and 
their temple in Jerusalem 
and carried off to a foreign 
land to live in exile.  
 

1 By the rivers of Babylon— 
   there we sat down and there we wept 
when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the willows there 
   we hung up our harps. 
3 For there our captors 
   asked us for songs, 
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 
   ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ 

4 How could we sing the Lord’s song 
   in a foreign land? —Psalm 137 

Since the last time I sat down to write this 
article, we have lost over 50,000 American lives 
to the coronavirus.  Worldwide more than 
200,000 have died.  Many lived a long life prior 
to this deadly disease, but so many have been 
taken away from their children and families way 
too soon!  It is heart-breaking to hear of doctors 

(Continued on page 2) 
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and nurses dying having served on the front lines of this pandemic.  

The world needs our prayers.  There is so much sorrow and pain and fear 
of dying.  Will you pause to pray every day to pray for the world?   
See page 15 for a prayer that you could use. Or you can just talk to God, 
asking for comfort for the dying, peace for the grieving, healing for the 
sick, and to help us be of service in the midst of this crisis.   

On Wednesdays at noon, Kevin continues to ring the church bell while 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. If you are near Cooksville, you will hear our 
church bell ringing! Pause to join in praying the Lord’s prayer on behalf 
of the world. 

I long for the day when we can safely gather to worship God in song, 
with prayer, while hearing the Word and celebrating Holy Communion. 
Until then, we are the church, dispersed, in exile, yet still One in Jesus, 
connected with God through the Holy Spirit and to one another by that 
same Spirit.  

On page 3 you will find a worship service that you can do in your home. 
Each Sunday has 2 hymns and the prayer of the day, which you will find 
on subsequent pages. We can sing the Lord’s song in exile from our 
Sunday gatherings! We are still connected to one another by the Holy 
Spirit. Dare to sing hymns right out loud at home! It will do your heart 
good to lift up songs to God as prayers and acts of faith in a world that 
needs both.  

Also I have set up a meeting room on Jit.si for a virtual coffee hour, 
where we can see one another and visit. Let’s try it out this Sunday! 

May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

God’s peace is within you,  

Pastor Karla Brekke 

Cooksville Lutheran Church ~ 11927 W. Church St. Evansville WI 53536 
www.cooksvillelutheranchurch.org  *  Find us on Facebook too! 
Pastor Karla Brekke (608) 751-0345  karlajobrekke@gmail.com 
Thank you for your generous donations  
during this difficult time! 

Virtual Coffee Hour  —Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Go to:   
https://meet.jit.si/MeetwithCooksvilleLutheran 
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Gather a Bible, this booklet, and light a candle as a sign of God’s presence. 

Call to Worship 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Prayer of the Day (see the following pages) 

Read the Gospel & discuss together what this means for you today and 
this week. 
Hymn (see the following pages, sing or read the words out loud) 

Confess the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Offering Prayer: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by 
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers (see page 15) 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn (see the following pages, sing or read the words out loud) 

Blessing 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!      Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and raise us to 
newness of life, now and forever.  Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day: O God our shepherd, you know your sheep 
by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. 
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
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Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, your Son 
Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in 
the way of his commandments, and to share 
his risen life with all the world, for he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold 
together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great 
mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to 
all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

What Wondrous Love is This? 666 

I will not leave you 
orphaned, I am coming 
to you. The Father will 
send an Advocate to 
dwell within you. 
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Prayer of the Day: O God of 
glory, your Son Jesus Christ 
suffered for us and ascended to 
your right hand. Unite us with 
Christ and each other in 
suffering and in joy, that all the 
world may be drawn into your 
bountiful presence, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.   
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Prayer of the Day: O God, on this day you open the hearts 
of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may 
have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times 
in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Prayer Group is keeping in touch by email and 
phone calls. Prayer requests are being updated and the team prays for 
each one. If you have a prayer request, email Kevin Brekke at 
brekkekev3@aol.com or call him at 608-669-1218. 

 Please keep the following people in your 
prayers:  Evelyn Beyer, Basil Remley, Pat Foltz, 
Kristeen Farberg, the family of Dorothy Froemming, 
Bridger Carrol, Jenn Williamson, Rev. John and Naomi 
Shep, Louise Kluge, Jean Lademan, Ramona Whittier, 
Rev. David Stratton.    CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Anna Hanson, 
Ruth Erickson, Virginia Sime.  Military: Andrew Newcomb. 

 

Baptism   
3/15/2020 

,  
born June 
13, 2019 to 

Kayla Jane Scheel and 
Jacob Dallas Conant. 
Sponsors: Colton 
Vingum and Breanna 
Kittleson. 

 

4  Virginia  Sime 
5   Ted Farberg 
     Thomas Parsons 
6   Richard Krake 
14   Don Little 
15  Alan Whittier 
16   Nancy Krake 
       Wendy Winger 
17  Clyde Gallagher 

18   Sue Wollin 
20   Patty Smith 
24   Lynn Bednarek 
25 Phil Monk 
26   Christopher Kueng 
       Katherine Tomlin 
       Rachel Haines 
28   David Farberg  
  

B ur i a l s  
 

Kevin N. Fuglestad  (1968-
2020) died on March 19, 
2020. Burial was on Saturday, 
March 28, 2020 in Cooksville 

Cemetery, Pastor Karla Brekke presided.  
 

Dorothy M. Froemming (born July 10, 
1928) died on April 22, 2020. Her burial 
will be May 1st in Cooksville Cemetery. 
Pastor Brekke will preside. A memorial 
luncheon will take place at a later time.                                                                                    
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PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD 
DURING THIS PANDEMIC  
Here is a prayer that you can pray, 
knowing that your church family is also 
raising these prayers to God.   

O God our Healer, show your compassion 
for the whole human family that is in turmoil and burdened with 
illness and with fear. Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads 
globally, heal those who are sick, support and protect their 
families and friends from being infected.  

Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may 
come together, working to control and eliminate the coronavirus. 
Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all 
diseases that create suffering and often result in death for many 
people.  

Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in 
the medical profession: caregivers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all 
who commit themselves to caring for the sick and their families. 
Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on 
developing a vaccine.  

Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of 
livelihood due to shut-downs, quarantines, closed borders, and 
other restrictions. Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak 
the truth, halt the spread of misinformation and act with justice so 
that all your family may know healing.  

Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our 
minds, and in the midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. Hold 
in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this 
day. Comfort their loved ones in their despair. Remember all your 
family, the entire human race, and all your creation, in your love. 
Amen.  

Therefore let all who 
are faithful offer 
prayer to You; at a 
time of distress…  

 

-Psalm 32:6 
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Forty days after each Easter, many Christians around 
the world celebrate the Ascension. It’s the day when 
the resurrected Christ was raised up from the earth 
into heaven. The Ascension is the prelude to 
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
gathering of disciples,  including the apostles, in 
Jerusalem.  
 

While many Christian churches celebrate Pentecost, 
the Ascension of Our Lord is often passed over because it always falls 
on a weekday, forty days after Easter Sunday. After the Resurrection, 
our risen Lord instructed his followers not to leave Jerusalem. It was 
there, Jesus said, that they would receive “the promise of the 
Father” (Acts 1:4, NRSV). What was that promise? It was that they 
would be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Shortly after that utterance, 
Jesus was “lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight” (v. 9).  

So why did Jesus go away?  Why did he “ascend to the Father?” Jesus 
answered this question when he confided in his disciples before his 
arrest:  

16:7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I 
go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. ... 13 “When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears … 14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. ...  16”A 
little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, 
and you will see me.”   (Excerpts from the 16th chapter of St. John) 

Jesus’ Ascension was his return to the Father. When the Day of 
Pentecost came, the Father sent the Spirit to indwell all believers as a 
seal of their salvation.  The Spirit, as part of the Trinity, is “God with 
us.”  The Spirit is Christ present with us, all the time, with every single 
believer, in every single place on earth.   
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I always wondered why we never hear the disciples or the Apostle Paul 
wistfully talk about the time Jesus was with them during his earthly 
ministry, saying something like, “the Spirit of Christ in us is very 
special, but we sure miss having Jesus here with us in the flesh.”  Of 
course, the reason they did not “miss” Jesus is because He was truly 
with them through the Spirit. They weren’t “keeping his memory 
alive” as some might think when they hear the words, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  Their relationship with Jesus, their relationship 
with the Father, was not only “alive” because of the Spirit, it was even 
better than before.  

 The 16th-century theologian John Calvin said this about the 
Ascension:  

“Christ left us in such a way that his presence might be 
more useful to us — a presence that had been confined in 
a humble abode of flesh so long as he sojourned on 
earth .... As his body was raised up above all the heavens, 
so his power and energy were diffused and spread beyond 
all the bounds of heaven and earth.”      

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival 
commemorating God’s giving the Law 
to the Israelites 50 days after they 
escaped from slavery in Egypt (the 
Passover).  It was also a harvest 
festival where the people brought the 
first fruits of their crops to Jerusalem 
as offerings to God during the festival.   

Fifty days after the Resurrection, the 
first Christians, most of them Jews, 
gathered to celebrate this festival.    

At that gathering something happened 
that was so awesome and 
indescribable that when writing about 
it, St. Luke could only use metaphors. 

A sound like the rush of a violent wind filled the entire house where 
they were meeting. Something like tongues of fire appeared among 
them — a tongue rested on each of them.  
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It was then that they “were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:4, 
NRSV). The crowd that gathered outside was amazed and perplexed. 

They wanted to know what it meant. Some observers 
thought it was a gathering of drunks.  

But Peter interpreted it all correctly to anyone who 
would listen. He told of Christ, his life, his mission, his 
death and his Resurrection. Most importantly, Peter 
explained that God had made Jesus both Lord and 
Messiah. The proof of that was the Resurrection.  

Three thousand people were so moved by Peter’s words that they 
were baptized that day and “devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers” (Acts 2:42). The first Christians became a family “of one heart 
and soul” (Acts 4:32). We, too, can be in union with one another when 
we allow the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts.   

Monday, May 25th — Memorial Day 

We remember, O Lord, all those men and 
women who have made the supreme sacrifice 
for our country. Do not let us breathe the air 
of freedom or claim the right to justice or 
enjoy the privilege of worship without 
remembering with great gratitude those who 
gave the last full measure of devotion - their 
very lives - for our benefit. May they now 
know the peace of eternity and the joy of 
your presence. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Mothers write on the 
hearts of their children 
what the world’s rough 
hand cannot erase.”   
    

- Unknown 

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th 
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Donated by In Memory/Honor of 

Richard & Nancy Krake In memory of our parents 

Joel and Kathie Gunn In memory of Don & Charlene Farberg, Therese 
Farberg, Chad Farberg 

Rhonda & Mark Wethal  In honor of our grandchildren 

Paulette Grob Crans In honor of my children Matthew/Amanda, 
Kevin/Kate and Rachel/Mark. In honor of my 
grandchildren Allie, Bowen, Oliver, Alan & 
Rylee 

Paul Haakenson In memory of Donna Haakenson & in honor of 
our grandchildren 

Art & Doris Olsen In memory of Trygve & Eunice Olsen, Lloyd & 
Corrine Apfel, and Deb Olsen 

Sue Wollin In memory of my parents and siblings 

Laura Pehler In honor of Joyce Leopold 

Evelyn Beyer In honor of my family 

Connie Gregerson In memory of Jackie Stark, Kim Soha, and Bea 
Niles 

Mark & Rhonda Wethal In honor of our grandchildren 

Curtis Brandt In memory of Gordon & Mary Brandt; in 
memory of Emily Crohn 

Pastor Karla and Kevin 
Brekke 

In memory of Vicky Hubbell, Mae Schollmeyer, 
Craig Schollmeyer, Carl Schollmeyer, and 
Rodahle Brekke 

Virginia Sime In honor of our family 

Kristie and Doug Graf In memory of Vernon & Alice Graf; in memory 
of Ben and Ann Gunderson                                                                                                     

Jennifer Nelson In memory of my mom, Katherine Snell 

Robert Snell In memory of Katherine Snell 

Anne Brunsell / Don Little In honor of family 

Patty Smith In memory of family members who have gone 
to heaven 

Rich & Marilyn Thompson In honor of all friends and family 

Earlene Hanson In memory of Bob Hanson;  
In memory of Earl & Betty Erickson 

Joe & Erin Wilder In memory of our grandparents 

Easter Plants 2020 
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